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Bio Therapeutics, Education And Research Foundation
Board of Directors Meeting

M  I  N  U  T  E  S

Date: October 11, 2003
Time: 8:00 a.m.
Location: University of California, Irvine

Med Surge II, Room 388B

Members Present
Ronald A. Sherman, MD (Chair)
Samuel G. Kohn
Sharon Mendez, R. N. (via Telephone)
Randall L. Sullivan, RN (via Telephone)
Pam Mitchell (via Telephone)

Guests Present
Joanne Preston (via Telephone)

Members absent
None

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Ronald A. Sherman at 8:05 a.m.

Agenda Items Discussion Conclusion/Recommendation Follow-up

Greetings Meeting was called to order at 8:05.  Dr. Sherman
extended greetings to members present and apologies
from Ms. Mendez, who will be excused at 8:30.

Members present returned
greetings.

None

Approval of minutes Minutes from 9/13/03 were reviewed. Minutes from 9/13/03 were
approved without changes.

None
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Approval of Bylaws As evidenced by the minutes of 6/14 & 7/19, the
committee structure and name changes no longer match
those specified in the original Bylaws. The Board agreed
to the new committee structure without approving the
amended Bylaws. 

The Board voted unanimously
to approve the amended
Bylaws, in accordance with
the changes approved 6/14/ &
7/19/03.

The new Bylaws
will be signed and
posted on the
Foundation � s
Internet site.

Chairman Report Dr. Sherman provided status report on
www.BTERFoundation.org. More faulty links and un-
aesthetic pages are being corrected; additional problems
are being caught by members and others, and brought to
Dr. Sherman �s attention so that he can correct those, as
well. Photos and a brief (1-4 sentence) statement are
needed from each Board member, to be included on the
 � Meet the Board �  page.

The application to IRS for Tax-exempt ( � 501[c]3")
status looks to be in order, according to Mr. Kohn, who
arranged for its review by a CPA. The application will be
submitted to IRS shortly. Several members noted that
501(c)3 documentation  �  or at  least evidence that the
application has been submitted  �  is needed to obtain
funds from several of the agencies and organizat ions
from which we are soliciting financial support. 

Each Board member will
submit a photo and a brief
statement to be included on
the Foundation �s Web site.

Dr. Sherman will submit the
501(c)3 application (IRS
Form 1023), ASAP, and will
notify the board as soon as
that occurs.

Dr. Sherman will
continue to work
on the internet site,
and will give a
progress report at
the next meeting.

Dr. Sherman will
notify the board
immediately after
submitting the
application.

Treasurer �s Report Mr. Kohn presented the funding progress report, which
includes a donation of Artwork (2 paintings by KR
Larson, currently being appraised), a check for $2,500
from Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital (in Lexington,
KY), and the sale of one Entertainment Coupon book.

Mr. Kohn will continue efforts
at appraising artwork. We can
determine the best mechanism
for selling the artwork after it
is appraised.

Progress report at
next meeting.
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Education Committee
Report

Ms. Sullivan informed the Board that she has identified
several sources through whom the Foundation can
arrange nursing Continuing Education Units (CEU �s) for
its educational programs (provided, of course, that those
programs meet the requirements for awarding CEU).
Sources for obtaining medical and physical therapy
continuing education credits will be identified.

Progress reports on the following specific educational
programs: 
     1) Instructional videos - Eric Eskenazi will produce
(film and edit) the videos. His charge is round-trip airfare
from New York to Long Beach, and the cost of film,.
Which should be well within the budgeted cost. Filming
will take place during the 1st two weeks of December.
Board members were asked to identify at least 3 nurses
and 3 patients who might be good to film and include in
the videos. Taping of them can be done locally, by
someone with a video camera (any format); or, if
necessary, Dr. Sherman may be able to mail his camera
to Board members, to use for the filming. 
     2) Maggot Therapy Certification Program - we have
already heard from volunteer participants; more letters of
invitation are still being sent out.
     3) Maggot Therapy Symposium - no report.

Ms. Sullivan will identify
sources of, or the process for
obtaining, continuing
education credits for
physicians and physical
therapists.

Education Committee projects
are on track, and should
continue.

Ms. Sullivan, Ms. Mendez,
Ms. Mitchell should contact
any maggot-experienced
nurses or patients who might
volunteer to participate in the
instructional videotape
project.

Ms. Sullivan and
Dr. Sherman will
provide updates at
the next meeting.

Board members
should forward the
names and contact
information for
prospective video
participants (nurses,
patients, camera
persons, corporate
sponsors, or
others).

Personnel Committee
report

No report today Progress report next month. Progress report
next month.
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Programs & Grants
Committee Report

1) The first project of the Programs & Grants committee
 �  a Foundation Brochure  �  was described as a
success. All board members have received 40 copies of
the brochure, and will distribute them at every
appropriate opportunity.

2) The next projects to be addressed by the Committee
will be the design of the Young Researchers Grants
Program and the Patient Assistance Fund. Dr. Sherman
expressed his thoughts that the patient assistance fund
might be the most urgent, since there exists other
agencies of support for research and researchers.
Additionally, if information is collected as part  of the
Patient Assistance grants,  then this information could
help the Foundation obtain additional support from other
funding agencies by demonstrating  � need. �  

3) The BeTER LeTTER  �  no discussion today.

More brochures can be
obtained from Dr. Sherman,
as necessary.

The Committee will propose
the general design of one or
both of these grant programs.
Along with Dr. Sherman,
Committee members will draft
a list of information that
should be collected as part of
the Patient Assistance grants
program. 

None.

Proposals will be
discussed at the
next Board
meeting.

Old business: Board
Member Terms of
Office

Terms of current members have not yet been specified.
This issued was tabled. 

Assignment of current term
limits will be done at next
month �s meeting.

Current terms will
be specified at  the
next meeting.
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New business: Active
fundraising 

1) Web Page  � Shopping Link �  has been created. Dr.
Sherman already e-mail the address to everyone; and has
since upgraded the site to include links to Amazon.com,
Barnes & Noble.com, Reader �s Digest & 600 other
magazines, and Entertainment Coupon Books (for
individual cities). Dr. Sherman will send his  � signature �
which appears in many e-mails, informing those with
whom he corresponds that their purchases can bring in
commission for the Foundation if the individual uses
these links. Board members are encouraged to use
similar messages in their e-mail, letting people know that
the Business profits can help us in this way, with no cost
to the purchaser. Just copy and paste from Dr.
Sherman �s e-mail to yours (with whatever alterations are
desired).

2) Ms. Mendez reported on her efforts to identify
corporate sponsors, and noted that her local rep for one
company was not very helpful. The difficulty of raising
money without a definitive 501(c)3 designation  �  or at
least an application pending  �  was noted, again.
Members should and will propose companies from which
we might solicit support, along with appropriate contact
information. In order not to duplicate efforts (and waste
valuable time), the contact information generated should
be posted on our Directors page so that everyone knows
what has already been done, and who may be contact ing
which companies 

1) Dr. Sherman to notify
Board members as soon as
501(c)3 designation
application is submitted, and
as soon as it is approved.

2) Request from Dr. Sherman
that each person identify as
many potential corporate
sponsors as possible. These
should be e-mailed to Dr.
Sherman, with contact
information if possible, and
that information will be
posted ASAP on our
Director � s Web Page. The list
will be maintained current.

3) Let  this be our funding
goal: that each member bring
in 3 donat ions. These can be
from individuals, or 2
individuals and 1 corporate
sponsor, or whatever
combination we desire;
whatever combination works
out for us. 

Dr. Sherman will
notify Board
members as soon as
501(c)3 designation
application is
submitted.

Dr. Sherman will
maintain list of
potential corporate
sponsors, and
progress or contact
assignments will be
made at next
meeting.

Funding update will
be made by the
Treasurer at next
month �s meeting.



Agenda Items Discussion Conclusion/Recommendation Follow-up

6

New business (cont):
New Brochure/handout

Ms. Mitchell suggested that it would be helpful to have a
single page that presented a brief synopsis of the
Foundation: its mission, programs, and tax exempt
status. It was agreed that this information, with is noted
in many places, does not exist together in this format.

Dr. Sherman will consider or
generate such a paper

Dr. Sherman to
respond by next
month.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 08:55 a.m. Motion to adjourn was
unanimously approved.

None. Next
meeting already
scheduled for 8:00 -
9:00 am, the 2nd

Saturday of
November (11/8).

The minutes were recorded by: Randall Sullivan.

Noted and Approved by Ronald A. Sherman, Chair__________________________


